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Qur’aan 
 

“O you who 
believe! Enter 

perfectly in Islam 

(by obeying all the 
rules and 

regulations of the 
Islamic religion) 

and follow not the 

footsteps of 
shaytan (Satan). 

Verily! He is to you 

a plain enemy.” 
[Surah Baqarah 

2:208] 

Hadith 
 

Allah's Messenger 

(sallallahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said: “Of 

the signs (or 

indications) of the 

Last Hour, 

knowledge would be 

taken away and 

ignorance would 

prevail (upon the 

world), the liquor 

would be drunk, and 

adultery would 

become rampant.” 

[Saheeh Muslim] 

Who is Your Enemy? 

     The Prophet عليه وسلم 	صلى  warned us and cautioned us about Shaytaan and He 

clarified to us his evil and the Sharee'ah – the legislation of Islaam, came to bring to 

the Muslim all types of good and to warn them from all types of evil; and to warn 

them from the evil of the Shaytaan as was mentioned in the hadeeth of Hudayfah 

ibn Yammaan, which is well-known to most of us, that: 

 

     "The people used to ask Allaah's Prophet عليه وسلم 	صلى  about good, but I used 

to ask him about evil for fear that it might overtake me. Once I said, 'O Messenger 

of Allaah! We were in ignorance and in evil and Allaah has bestowed upon us the 

present good (the religion of Islaam); will there by any evil after this good?'  

     He said, 'Yes.'  

     I asked, 'Will there be good after that evil?'  

     He said, 'Yes, but it would be tainted (with Dakhan i.e. little evil).'  

     I asked, 'What will its taint (Dakhan) be?'  

     He said, 'There will be some people who will lead (people) according to 

principles other than my tradition. You will see their actions and disapprove of 

them.'  

     I said, 'Will there by any evil after that good?'  

     He said, 'Yes, there will be some people who will invite others to the doors of 

Hell, and whoever accepts their invitation to it will be thrown in it (by them).'  

     I said, 'O Messenger of Allaah! Describe those people to us.'  

     He said, 'They will belong to us and speak our language' 

     I asked, 'What do you order me to do if such a thing should take place in my life?'    

     He said, 'Adhere to the Jamaa'ah (group) of Muslims and their Leader.'  

     I asked, 'If there is neither a Jamaa'ah (of Muslims) nor a leader (what shall I 

do)?' 

     He said, 'Keep away from all those different sects, even if you had to bite (i.e. 

eat) the root of a tree, till you meet Allaah while you are still in that 

state.' [Saheeh Bukhari and Muslim]  
 

     This is a magnificent hadeeth that was mentioned by Imaam al-Bukhaaree and 

others, and in this hadeeth the Prophet عليه وسلم 	صلى  clarified the evil when he 

was asked about it and he cautioned and warned against it and he ordered with 

holding fast to the Jamaa'ah of the Muslims. This is due to the fact that the Shaytaan 

has plots and plans and traps and we will mention some of these plots and traps of 

the Shaytaan. 

(Continued on next page…) 

Ali (Radee Allaahu 'anhu) said: "Learn the Truth and you will know its people. 
You will not know the Truth by people alone." 

 

This contains certain 

Arabic terms. Please 

do not throw it in the 

trash. Either keep, 

circulate, or recycle. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He steals from the food and the drink of the human being 

and he lives in the house. 
 

This is due to the fact that if the human being does not mention 

the Name of Allaah سبحانه و تعالى o n his food or drink before he 

eats and drinks. The Shaytaan steals from his food without his 

permission as he did not mention the Name of Allaah  

 .over his food and over his drink  تعالىسبحانه و
 

Likewise, when the slave enters into his house, and this is 

something that the brothers and sisters have to pay close 

attention to – it is something that we very easily forget; we 

all fall victim to this. When the individual enters into his house 

and he does not mention the Name of Allaah before doing so 

then the Shaytaan enters along with him. This is due to the 

hadeeth of Jaabir ibn 'Abdillaah عنھما 	رضي  which is found in 

Saheeh Muslim that the Prophet عليه وسلم 	صلى  said: 

"When a person enters his house and mentions the name of 

Allaah at the time of entering it and while eating the food, 

Shaytaan says (addressing himself: You have no place to spend 

the night and no evening meal; but when he enters without 

mentioning the name of Allaah, the Shaytaan says: You have 

found a place to spend the night, and when he does not mention 

the name of Allaah while eating food, he (the Shaytaan) says: You 

have found a place to spend the night and an evening meal." 

[Saheeh Muslim] 

THE PLOTS, PLANS AND TRAPS OF SHAYTAAN 

He flows through the son of Aadam like blood.  
 

This is as it was mentioned in an authentic hadeeth of 

Safiyyah bint Huyay عنھا 	رضي  that: 

"While Allah's Apostle was in I'tikaaf, I called o n him at 

night and having had a talk with him, I got up to depart. 

He got up also to accompany me to my dwelling place, 

which was then in the house of Usama bin Zaid. Two Ansari 

men passed by, and when they saw the Prophet they 

hastened away. The Prophet said (to them). 'Don't hurry! It 

is Safiyyah, the daughter of Huyay (i.e. my wife).' They said, 

'Glorified be Allah! O Allah's Apostle! (How dare we suspect 

you?)' He said, 'Shaytaan circulates in the human mind as 

blood circulates in it, and I was afraid that Shaytaan might 

throw an evil thought (or something) into your hearts.” 

[Saheeh Bukhari and Muslim] 

He whispers into the soul of the human being. 
 

The heart of the human being is free of any evil or evil thought. 

Then, the Shaytaan comes to him and shows him an image 

within himself and causes him to desire that image, and he 

encourages and seeks to increase that desire until the desire 

becomes something that is uncontrollable and it becomes a part 

of him. It is something that he reflects o n and ponders over and 

the Shaytaan continues to beautify this desire for him until his 

self (nafs) starts to lean towards this and desires it. The 

Shaytaan continues to encourage him and he causes him to 

forget the harm which is in this desire that he has sparked. He 

comes in-between the slave and his effort to avoid the sin itself, 

until he causes the slave to forget the harm that it is to his 

Dunyaa and his Deen. As a result, if the individual inclines 

towards it, it increases and he encourages him; and if the slave 

turns away from it he encourages him (to return to it) and this 

is as Allaah سبحانه و تعالى says in the Qur'aan: {See you not that 

We have sent the Shayâtîn (devils) against the disbelievers 

to push them to do evil.} [Maryam 19:83] 
 

This is one of the plots and tricks of the Shaytaan – that he 

encourages and draws an image inside the human being and he 

encourages the human being until he makes him forget the evil 

that is found in that thing – whether it is an evil that will harm 

him in his worldly affairs or his religious affairs. If the slave 

desires it then he pushes him forward and if the slave turns 

back and he doesn't desire it then he continues to encourage 

him until the soul desires that the slave leans towards it until he 

eventually opens this door for him. This is as Allaah  سبحانه و

 says as mentioned in the ayah: {See you not that We تعالى

have sent the Shayâtîn (devils) against the disbelievers to 

push them to do evil.} 

 

When the slave sleeps the Shaytaan ties knots on his 

neck. 
 

When the human being sleeps Shaytaan ties knots on his 

neck which causes him to sleep and it may even cause 

him to miss the prayer. This is as related in Saheeh al-

Bukhaaree from the hadeeth of Abi Hurayrah  	 رضي
 said:  "Shaytaan ties صلى 	 عليه وسلم where the Prophet عنه

three knots at the back of your head when you sleep, and 

he seals the place of each knot with 'You have a long night 

ahead, so sleep.' If you wake up and remember Allaah, a 

knot is untied. If you do wudu', a knot is untied. If you pray, 

a knot is untied, and morning finds you lively and in good 

spirits, and if not, morning finds you in bad spirits and 

lazy." [Saheeh Bukhari] 

 

He urinates in the ears of the slave if he sleeps and 

does not awake for prayer. 
 

This is as mentioned in the hadeeth of Ibn Mas'ood  

 found in the Saheehayn of Bukhaaree and رضي 	 عنه

Muslim where: 

"It was mentioned before the Prophet عليه وسلم 	صلى  that 

there was a man who slept the night till morning (after 

sunrise). The Prophet عليه وسلم 	صلى  said, 'He is a man in 

whose ears (or ear) Satan had urinated."  

 

He plots and sits and waits for the son of Baani 

Aadam at the head of every path of good. 
 

Shaytaan sits at the head of every path of good that 

Allaah  has made for the servant to get closer to Him and 

waits for the human being – the son of Aadam. If the son 

of Aadam opposes the Shaytaan and continues and 

travels this path of truth to get closer to Allaah  the 

Shaytaan puts all sorts of obstacles in his way and he 

makes things very difficult for him and he tries to busy 

him from following this path. If the slave continues to 

follow this path without looking towards the Shaytaan 

then the Shaytaan takes it to another level trying very 

diligently to turn him away from following this path of 

good.  
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THE PLOTS, PLANS AND TRAPS OF SHAYTAAN… Continued… 

 

He swore by Allaah سبحانه و تعالى that he would sit 

and wait to lead the children of Aadam astray. 
 

He swore this by Allaah; and that he would come to 

them from before them and behind them and from 

their right and their left, all to lead them astray. 

This is as found in the Qur'aan where Allaah  سبحانه و
 :says about the Shaytaan تعالى

{(Iblîs) said: 'Because You have sent me astray, 

surely, I will lie in wait against them (human 

beings) o n Your straight path. 'Then I will 

come to them from before them and behind 

them, from their right and from their left, and 

You will not find most of them as thankful o nes 

(i.e. they will not be dutiful to You).'} [al-A'raaf 

7:15-17] 

He makes false promises to you. 
 

The Shaytaan makes false promises to you and he encourages you 

to follow these false promises which coincide with the desires of the 

human being, as Allaah نه و تعالىسبحا  says:{He [Shaitân (Satan)] 

makes promises to them, and arouses in them false desires; 

and Shaitân's (Satân) promises are nothing but 

deceptions.} [an-Nisaa' 4:120]  
 

The Shaytaan only makes these false promises to you in order that 

you fall into sin and disobedience to Allaah سبحانه و تعالى. Then, once 

you fall into sin and disobedience to Allaah تعالى سبحانه و he will 

abandon you, as Allaah سبحانه و تعالى says: 

{… And Shaitân (Satan) is to man ever a deserter in the hour of 

need.' (Tafsir Al-Qurtubi)} [al-Furqaan 25:29]  
 

On Yawmul Qiyaamah – the Day of Judgment, the Shaytaan will tell 

the truth about his deception and trickery which he played on the 

human being. He will make known to Allaah سبحانه و تعالى and to 

everyone, the trickery which he played on the human being, and 

that his false promises were truly false promises, and that the only 

thing that he did was to encourage your desires to follow these false 

promises. This is as Allaah سبحانه و تعالى says in the Qur'aan: 
 

{And Shaitân (Satan) will say when the matter has been 

decided: 'Verily, Allâh promised you a promise of truth. And I 

too promised you, but I betrayed you. I had no authority over 

you except that I called you, and you responded to me. So 

blame me not, but blame yourselves. I cannot help you, nor can 

you help me. I deny your former act in associating me (Satan) 

as a partner with Allâh (by obeying me in the life of the world). 

Verily, there is a painful torment for the Zâlimûn (polytheists 

and wrong doers).'} [Ibraaheem 14:22]  
 

Allaah سبحانه و تعالى is explaining here that the Shaytaan makes false 

promises and then he encourages you to follow these false 

promises. Then after you fall into sin and transgression against 

Allaah سبحانه و تعالى he abandons you. Then o n the Day of Judgment 

when Allaah سبحانه و تعالى is finished (in His matters) with creation, 

and all of the people who are destined for the Jannah enter the 

Jannah and those destined for the Hellfire enter the Hellfire, the 

Shaytaan will stand in front of the people of the Hellfire as 

a khateeb – as o ne who will deliver a khutbah (sermon) to them 

and he will say: {"Indeed, Allâh promised you a promise of truth. 

And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. I had no authority over 

you"} meaning that you cannot say to Allaah سبحانه و تعالى: 'the 

Shaytaan led me astray.' The Shaytaan said that he has no authority 

over you {"except that I called you, and you responded to me. So 

blame me not, but blame yourselves. I cannot help you, nor can you 

help me. I deny your former act in associating me (Shaytaan) as a 

partner with Allaah."} Here Allaah سبحانه و تعالى is informing us that 

the Shaytaan will abandon them after he makes them fall into the 

sin. {"Verily, there is a painful torment for the Zâlimûn 

(polytheists and wrong doers).'} 

 

He will befool the human being. 
 

He will befool them. He will use his voice and he 

will make an assault o n them and he will share 

with them in their wealth and children. This is 

based upon the statement of Allaah تعالى سبحانه و in 

suratul-Israa:{'And befool them gradually those 

whom you can among them with your voice (i.e. 

songs, music, and any other call for Allâh's 

disobedience) , make assaults o n them with 

your cavalry and your infantry, share with 

them wealth and children (by tempting them to 

earn money by illegal ways usury, or by 

committing illegal sexual intercourse) , and 

make promises to them.' But Satan promises 

them nothing but deceit.} [al-Israa 17:64]  
 

Here, Allaah سبحانه و تعالى informs us that this is 

from the trickery of the Shaytaan – that he will 

befool you gradually until you fall into sin and 

disobedience and he will use his many means and 

ways to do this – by using his voice in songs, and 

by using his partners from the jinn and human 

beings and he will share with the human beings in 

their children and in their wealth.  
 

We understand that Shaytaan is the one who got 

Aadam put out of Jannah. In reality, we are 

children from the children of Jannah. It is 

necessary that we don't become delighted until we 

return to it; but Shaytaan is not satisfied with the 

removal of our parents (Aadam and Hawaa) from 

Jannah until he takes away from their progeny a 

large group of their successors; from every 

thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine. [As part 

of various ahadeeth in Saheeh al-Bukhaaree]  

 

It is not possible that we can enumerate all the evil of the Shaytaan. Rather, all of the evil that is seen on this earth, 

Shaytaan has a share in it. He is a part of it and he is the one who encourages it. There are six things that his evil 

can clearly be seen in. We will inshaAllah mention them in an upcoming issue. 
Taken from an article by Shaykh Ahmad Al-Munayee 	 حفظه 
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It is reported that Abû Al-Dardâ` - 
Allâh be pleased with him – used to 
say, “Learn knowledge before it is 
taken way, and it is taken away by 
its people (scholars) being taken 

away. The scholar and the student 
are partners in good and there is 
no good in any other people. The 

richest of men is the 
knowledgeable man whose 

knowledge is needed: he benefits 
those who need him and if done 
without, he benefits himself with 

the knowledge Allâh ‘azza wa jalla 
has placed with him. So how is it I 

see your scholars dying yet the 
ignorant amongst you not 

learning? I fear that the 
predecessor will depart and the 
successor will not learn. If the 

scholar studies, he only increases 
in knowledge, and he does not 

take anything away from 
knowledge. And if the ignorant 
studies, he will find knowledge 

firm and established. So how is it 
that I see you full up with food, yet 

starved of knowledge?” 

Ibn ‘Abd Al-Barr, Jâmi’ Bayân Al-‘Ilm 
wa Fadlihi Vol. 2 p233. 

Food for Thought, not for 
Stomachs 

 

10 Lessons from the Life of Ibn al-Mubarak 

‘Abdullah bin al-Mubarak was a scholar known for simultaneously combining 

numerous traits of virtue. In fact, his friends would sit and count all of the good 

things that were part of his character and personality. adh-Dhahabi related that they 

said: “Let’s sit and count the good traits that Ibn al-Mubarak has.” So, they ended up 

listing: “Knowledge, Fiqh, literature, grammar, language, zuhd, eloquence, poetry, 

praying at night, worship, Hajj, Jihad, bravery, instinct, strength, speaking little in 

what doesn’t concern him, fairness, and lack of conflict with his companions.” 

 

Reading through his life story, one sees exactly this and cannot help but to derive 

brief yet heavy lessons from how this man lived: 

 

1- �o matter how bad you think you are, you can always become better. 
     In ‘Tartib al-Madarik’ (1/159), al-Qadi ‘Iyad mentioned that Ibn al-Mubarak was 

asked about the circumstances in which he began studying. He replied: “I was a youth 

who drank wine and loved music and singing while engaging in these filthy acts. So, I 

gathered some friends to one of my gardens where there were sweet apples, and we 

ate and drank until we passed out while drunk. At the end of the night, I woke up and 

picked up the stringed oud and began singing: 

Isn’t it time that you had mercy on me * And we rebel against those who criticize us? 

     And I was unable to pronounce the words as I intended. When I tried again, the 

oud began speaking to me as if it were a person, saying the verse: {“Isn’t it time for 

the hearts of those who believe to be affected by Allah’s reminder?”} [al-Hadid; 16] 

So, I said: “Yes, O Lord!” And I smashed the oud, spilled the wine, and my 

repentance with all its realities came by the grace of Allah, and I turned towards 

knowledge and worship.” 

 

2 - You should associate with honorable people. 
     In ‘Sifat as-Safwah’ (2/323), Ibn al-Jawzi mentioned: “Ibn al-Mubarak’s home in 

Marw was vast. It measured fifty square yards. There was no person known for 

knowledge, worship, manhood, or high status in Marw except that you saw him in 

this house.” 

 

3 - You should be a helpful guest. 
     In ‘Sifat as-Safwah’ (2/324), it is narrated that when an-Nadr bin Muhammad’s 

son got married, he invited Ibn al-Mubarak, “and when he arrived, Ibn al-Mubarak 

got up to serve the guests. an-Nadr did not leave him and swore that he would tell 

him to leave until he finally sat down.” 
 

4 - You should give money to the poor. 
     In ‘Sifat as-Safwah’ (2/327), Ibn al-Jawzi mentions that Ibn al-Mubarak “would 

spend a hundred thousand dirhams a year on the poor.” 

 

5 - You should always return borrowed items to their owners. 
     In ‘Sifat as-Safwah’ (2/329), al-Hasan bin ‘Arafah said that ‘Abdullah bin al-

Mubarak told him: “I borrowed a pen from someone in Sham, and I intended to return 

it to its owner. When I arrived in Marw (in Turkmenistan!), I saw that I still had it 

with me. Abu ‘Ali (al-Hasan’s nickname), I went all the way back to Sham to return 

the pen to its owner!” 

 

6 - You should be brave, and hide your good deeds: 

     In ‘Sifat as-Safwah’ (2/329), ‘Abdah bin Sulayman said: “We were on an 

expedition in the lands of the Romans with ‘Abdullah bin al-Mubarak. We met the 

enemy, and when the two armies met, a man came out from their side calling for a 

duel. One of our men went out to him and dueled with him for an hour, injuring him 

and killing him. Another came out, and he killed him. He called for another duel, and 

another man came out. They dueled for an hour, and he injured and killed him as 

well. The people gathered around this man, and I was with them, and saw that he was 

covering his face with his sleeve. I took the edge of his sleeve and pulled it away to 

find that it was ‘Abdullah bin al-Mubarak,” and in the version reported by adh-

Dhahabi, he made him swear not to reveal his identity until the day he died. 

(to be continued inshaAllah…) 

Editor’s Note 
 

Assalamu ‘Alaykum,  
     With the permission of Allah we 
are planning to re-start our 
newsletter once again. It had 
become discontinued earlier due to 
time constraints and other such 
matters – but we hope now to renew 
our previous effort. It is very tiny 
subhanAllah compared to the vast 
ocean of knowledge which exists, 
however the purpose is to redirect 
those who wish to learn and gain 
more knowledge towards a few 
specific topics we find relevant. This 
however in no way negates the 
importance of each and every 
individual striving to better himself 
and gain more knowledge by every 
means possible.  
     Thus we pray that Allah give us 
the ability to continue gaining 
knowledge and then implement it 
within our actions. 


